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Message from the President
It has been my privilege and pleasure to serve as your PTA president during its 95th 
year. We were founded in 1920 to foster dialogue between shippers, carriers, and the 
communities we serve, and we continue to serve as a robust voice for the Bay Area trade 
and transportation industry.

Your Board of Directors has worked diligently in the last few years to put the PTA on 
firmer financial footing, increase and diversify our membership, and host events that 
provide both educational and networking opportunities for you. This year we raised 

enough money to fund our scholarships and charitable activities, all to promote the importance of the Bay 
Area as a vital crossroads of world trade.

We had a busy year, which we will chronicle in these pages. We ask for your continued support and 
participation as 2016 is predicted to be a year of massive change in our industry. We will be organizing events 
to help keep you informed of the pressing issues, and engaged and connected with your fellow transportation 
professionals.

I am delighted to hand over my presidential duties — and historic gavel — to Mr. Tim Cole of CMA CGM. 
He has served as your 1st Vice President since 2014. Mr. Cole will guide the PTA in 2016 and continue move 
us in a strong strategic direction as we prepare for our 100th anniversary in just a few years.

Best regards,

Jahan Byrne 
PTA President 2014-2015

2015 Year-End Report to Members

Sports Luncheon
April 1
Our featured speaker was Jack Bair, senior vice 
president and general counsel of the San Francisco 
Giants. In a speech titled, “What It Takes to Be a 
Champion — From Front Office Administration to 
Stadium and Real Estate Development,” Mr. Bair 
chronicled the efforts to build a world-class waterfront 
ballpark.

Mr. Bair has served as a trusted counselor and key 
strategist to the San Francisco Giants baseball team 
since January of 1993. He played a critical role in 

the effort to select the site for the new ballpark and 
contributed significantly to the ballpark’s architectural 
design.

At the event, and for the 15th year in a row, PTA 
members were able to buy pairs of tickets to the 
Giants’ home games. Members pay the face value of 
the ticket plus a $5 administrative fee. This is a great 
opportunity to get Lower Box seats (just eight rows 
from 1st base) at nominal cost. 
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Another spectacular day on the links at the Richmond 
Country Club. More than 70 golfers enjoyed a 

challenging course, lunch, a rewards dinner, and more 
than 30 performance and raffle prizes.

Thank you to our hole sponsors: Antonini Freight 
Express, APL, Carando Technologies, GlobeRunners, NF 
Stroth, Nimium Wines, Pasha Hawaii, Roanoke Trade, 
Ryder Systems, and W.J. Byrnes.

Golf Tourney Winners

Closest to Hole:   
Bob Haydari

Long Drive (Men):   
Gabriel Gapol

Low Net (Ladies):   
Jennifer Klein

Low Net (Men):   
Rob Hardman

Low Gross (Ladies):   
Meg Glynn

Low Gross (Men):   
Bob Haydari

Jim Wilson, e+technology; Mark 
Lantz, SunFoods; Clyde Uchida, 
SunFoods; Charlie Hermosa, 
Pasha Hawaii

Mike McDonnell, PCC; John 
Shindo, Wells Fargo; Robert 
Williams and Brandon 
McDonnell, PCC

Chip Savoye, Levin-Richmond 
Terminal; Jennifer Reid, BNSF; 
Barbara O’Neill, Levin-Richmond  
Terminal; Mike Yoham, Chevron 
Products

Dave Enberg, EFI Logistics;  
Gale Searing, Hamburg Süd; 
Mike Brady, Matson

Golf  
Tourney
July 27

Meg Glynn, Equipé 
Container Service

Adrienne Yee Bids Farewell to 
SCI’s Bay Area International 
Maritime Center

For the last six years, Adrienne Yee has worked tirelessly to raise awareness and expand 
the work of the Seamen’s Church Institute’s International Maritime Center at the Port 
of Oakland. She started in 2009 after working onboard the “Semester at Sea” vessel 
managing both academic affairs and field programs.

The Center provides vital ministry, counseling, mail and phone services. It also 
provides a shuttle service between the port terminals and local stores so international 
seafarers can resupply with clothing, books, and other essentials.

Adrienne was recently married (congratulations!) and has moved to Southern 
California. We thank her and her team of volunteers for working 24/7 to make the 
lives of our visiting seafarers more comfortable and connected.

More information about the Maritime Center can be found here: Seamen’s Church 
Bay Area Center - http://seamenschurch.org/bay-area-center

Port of Oakland Video Highlighting the Work of the Maritime Center https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=QccMpx_kO8s

Logistics Management Blog Post by PTA Member Patrick Burnson - http://www.
logisticsmgmt.com/article/remember_to_support_seafarer_centers/blogs

http://seamenschurch.org/bay-area-center
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QccMpx_kO8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QccMpx_kO8s
http://www.logisticsmgmt.com/article/remember_to_support_seafarer_centers/blogs
http://www.logisticsmgmt.com/article/remember_to_support_seafarer_centers/blogs
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The PTA hosted a record number of 
attendees (500+) at our annual Steamship 
Night, making it the largest industry 
networking event on the West Coast.

The San Francisco Marriott Marquis 
Hotel was again the venue for a popular 
hosted cocktail hour, 3-course dinner, and 
a raffle featuring more than $3,000 in 
prizes. This year, we also brought back a 
dance floor for after-dinner entertainment. 

Thanks to all of our more than 30 
corporate table and raffle sponsors, 
especially those sponsoring for the first 
time: 

• Cal Sierra Express

• Econocaribe/ECU Line

• Informa/Cargo Logistics America 
Expo+Conference

• Iraheta Bros 

• Laufer Group International

• Pasha Hawaii

• Richmond Country Club

• Titanium Intermodal 

And thanks to those attendees who 
participated in our post-event satisfaction 
survey. We are already planning to make 
our 37th Annual Steamship Night bigger 
and better, so please mark your calendars 
for October 13 or 20, 2016 (exact date to 
be confirmed in early Spring).

36th Annual Steamship Night 
October 15

Jahan Byrne, Pasha Hawaii and PTA President; Anastasija 
Kuprijanova and Melissa Cohea, California Maritime Academy; 
Ken Uriu, Port of Long Beach 

Jason Moll, Hapag-Lloyd; Lawrence Dunnigan, 
GlobeRunners; Carl Martin, Connection Chemical

Gerry Roybal, Port of San Francisco; Vinod John, 
Hanjin; Dennis Deisinger, BAE Systems

Eddie Miranda, Carotrans; John Corris and Joe 
Cutrera, both of ZIM America

Oli Riechl and Joerg Zimmermann, both of 
Hamburg Süd

Captain Gregory Stump, U.S. Coast 
Guard Sector Commander; and 
spouse Leigh-Anne Stump

More than 500 guests attended the 36th Annual Steamship Night at the San Francisco Marriott Marquis

Laurie Pate, Foodlinx; Gary Fleischman, Panamex
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Steve Larkin, NYK Line; Tim Cole, CMA CGM

Sarah Bentley, Farmers Rice Cooperative; Joerg 
Zimmermann and Lucia Zorrilla-Riese; both of 
Hamburg Süd

Abbe Kantor, Levi Strauss; Belle Morales, Toll 
Group

The Iraheta Bros 2 table

Kevin Bulger and Therese Lim from Apex 
Maritime

Guests at the Pasha Hawaii table raise their glasses for a toast The Titanium table 

36th Annual Steamship Night 
October 15

“It’s Not a PTA Event Without 
a Raffle!”

Truer words have never been spoken. 
Thanks to everyone who participates in 
our event raffles with ticket purchases. 
And a special thank you to our corpo-
rate sponsors for the generous prize 
donations. While it’s always great to win 
a prize, it’s even better to know that all of 
the raffle proceeds (more than $3500 in 
2015) are directed to scholarships and 
charitable activities.

Steamship Night Raffle Winners

Shawn Moore, Laufer Group 
International 

Tribune Tower Restaurant Gift Certificate ($75)

John Lunch, Ports America Tribune Tower Restaurant Gift Certificate ($75)

Edmond Wong, OOCL Tribune Tower Restaurant Gift Certificate ($75)

Marsha Billups,  
North American 3PL 

Kincaid’s Gift Certificate ($100)

Jeff Bochra, Ports America Executive Putter Set

Susan Mitchell, CellMark GPS Navigator

Brian Maher, MSC Overnight Stay at  
San Francisco Marriott Marquis

Jisong Hahm, CMA CGM Golf Foursome at Richmond  
Country Club

Andy Garcia, GSC Logistics Best Buy Gift Certificate ($300)

Mariss Hans, Foodlinx iPad Mini

Rocio Almodovar, Titanium 
Intermodal 

GoPro 4

Ellen Palmer, Lam Research Apple Watch Sport 42mm

Ellen Palmer of Lam 
Research wins the 
raffle grand prize— 
an Apple Watch

Jennifer Reid of BNSF
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Jack London Square was the venue for a sold-out luncheon 
featuring a stellar speaker and industry leader, Christopher L. 
Koch. Mr. Koch just retired from a 15-year tenure as president 
and CEO of the World Shipping Council (WSC), and continues 
to serve as its senior advisor.

The WSC comprises the top 25 container lines in the world, 
which collectively control more than 17 million TEU capacity on 
more than 3,500 oceangoing vessels, representing 91 percent of 
all TEU on the water.

Mr. Koch discussed how the container lines are tackling some of 
the world’s biggest transportation challenges, including the effects 
of mega-ships, environmental stewardship, tradelane overcapacity, 
and new regulatory regimes.

The event featured a lively Q&A session, with several questions 
regarding the upcoming SOLAS verified gross mass weight 
reporting requirement starting July 1, 2016.

Mr. Koch’s talk was covered by several industry media, and here 
is the story featured in Logistics Management, written by PTA 
member and former PTA president Patrick Burnson:

Christopher L. Koch., who just retired from a 15-year tenure as 
president and CEO of the World Shipping Council (WSC), and continues 
to serve as its senior advisor, is still telling shippers to stay the course.

In an address before the Pacific Transportation Association in Oakland 
this week he outlined how container lines are dealing with the world’s 
biggest transportation challenges. These include the effects of mega-
ships, environmental stewardship, trade lane overcapacity, and new 
regulatory regimes.

The WSC comprises the top 25 container lines in the world, which 
collectively control more than 17 million twenty-foot equivalent unit 
(TEU) capacity on 3,500 oceangoing vessels, representing 91 percent 
of all TEU on the water.

Jahan Byrne, President of the Pacific Transportation Association, noted 
in his introduction that Koch has “seen it all,” in his distinguished career. 
During his 15 years of leadership, he helped the liner shipping industry 
build WSC into a respected advocacy organization that represents the 
industry effectively in Washington, in Brussels, at the International 
Maritime Organization and World Customs Organization, with other 
international and national government and industry bodies, and with 
the media.

Koch began his speech with the obvious: the international liner 
shipping business remains financially challenging. Shipping rates are 
under constant pressure.  Carriers generally obtain financial returns 
that can please few owners. 

“The strategies being used to compete have obviously evolved over 
the past several years,” he allows. “Most carrier-shipper commercial 
relationships are price driven, and the nature of the business makes 
it difficult for a carrier to offer anything but a service the customer 
sees largely as a fungible commodity.  Those carriers that tried to 
differentiate themselves by providing higher cost, but premium, service 
have had a tough time making those higher operating costs pay off.  
Higher cost services struggle to attract enough cargo at rates needed 
to cover those higher costs.  As a result, carriers have had little choice 
but to focus on cost-savings and increased efficiency as their strategy.”

Koch noted that ocean carriers have pursued cost saving measures 
such as “slow steaming” to save fuel.  They have gotten out of the 
practice of providing container chassis here in North America.  They 
have invested in larger, more fuel efficient ships that have lower costs 
per container slot — even if that means fewer service strings, and some 

Ports and Terminals Luncheon
November 18

More than 115 guests attended our Ports and Terminals luncheon to hear 
Chris Koch of the World Shipping Council

Chris Koch chats with Earl Agron (APL 
Retired) and Jack Opet (Berkeley 
Maritime Consultancy) after his talk.

Chris Koch and Maryanna Kersten, 
Del Monte Foods

About Christopher Koch
Mr. Koch is a Berkeley native 
where both his parents taught 
at UC-Berkeley. He graduated 
from St. Ignatius High School 
and UC-Santa Barbara, and 
then attended the University of 
Washington School of Law. 

After a distinguished career on 
Capitol Hill, he served as chairman 
of the FMC (appointed by 
President George H.W. Bush) and then helped lead Sea-Land 
Service — the largest U.S. ocean carrier at the time — as its 
senior vice president and general counsel.

Mr. Koch joined the World Shipping Council as its first 
president and CEO in 2000 and led the organization for 15 
years. 

The WSC serves as the lead advocate of the container shipping 
industry in Washington, Brussels and Switzerland, and before 
international organizations including the United Nations, 
International Maritime Organization, and the World Customs 
Organization.

continues
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challenges at some marine terminals that have to handle the cargo 
volumes associated with loading and unloading larger ships.

“But carriers can’t control the market, so they must focus on areas 
where they can hope to have some control — their operational costs 
and efficiencies,” he says. “Shippers may not have asked for slow 
steaming because it takes longer for their cargo to be delivered, but 
there are simply not enough shippers willing to pay the higher fuel 
costs of faster service. “

Koch acknowledges that shippers “may not like” ocean carriers getting 
out of the chassis business, but chassis have been a huge expense that 
rarely paid off for an ocean carrier.  Conservative estimates previously 
put the cost of owning and operating the U.S. chassis fleet at about $1 
billion a year.

“Shippers may not ask for larger and larger ships, but if these ships 
are more efficient per container carried and provide a better way for 
carriers to manage their costs, their use is inevitable,” he adds.

Finally, says Koch, shippers may not ask carriers to form vessel sharing 
agreements or VSAs, but aside from select niche markets, there is a 
recognition that this is an industry whose profitability largely depends 
on scale.  Scale requires very large, long-term capital commitments, 
often in ship assets whose size requires sharing the space with other 
carriers.

“Very competitive market pricing — and the resulting strain on 
carriers’ profitability — seems likely to be with us for the foreseeable 
future,” says Koch. “Substantial cargo growth would improve carriers’ 
prospects, but this remains an uncertain prospect and an unlikely 
salvation at present.”

Industry consolidation would also help address the industry’s 
structural defects, but that is likely to be a slow and uncertain process 

Tim Cole Takes the Helm of PTA for 2016
Tim Cole, who has served on the Board since 2013, and 
was this year’s 1st Vice President, has been elected as your 
President for 2016. The President 
serves as CEO of the organization 
and provides leadership and direction 
for the 16-member Board. Tim is the 
senior key account manager for CMA 
CGM in the Bay Area. His career has 
spanned many of the leading container lines, including Blue 
Star Line, P&O Nedlloyd, Hyundai Merchant Marine, and 
Horizon Lines. Tim has been posted in both Northern and 
Southern California, and also Australia.

Ports and Terminals Luncheon, continued

and unlikely to produce significant macro-market effects in the near 
term, Koch contends.

“A continued crusade by carriers for cost control will exist for the 
foreseeable future,” Koch observed. This is an observation shared by 
many analysts, including Stijn Rubens Senior Consultant for Drewry 
Supply Chain Advisors in London.

“As long as there is over capacity in the market and sufficient sales 
channels that are willing to undercut each other, the rates will not 
increase in a sustained way,” he tells LM in an interview. “But we have 
seen volatility on the spot markets increasing to reach extreme levels.”

—reprinted with permission 

The event was also covered by:

American Journal of Transportation (Stas Margaronis)

http://www.ajot.com/blogs/full/blog-world-shipping-councils-
koch-predicts-very-challenging-2016

American Shipper (Chris Dupin)

http://www.americanshipper.com/Main/News/Liner_shipping_
squeezed_by_low_freight_rates_highe_62191.aspx

A full copy of Mr. Koch’s speech is available by emailing 
pacifictransportationassoc@gmail.com with your request.

Thank you to our Ports and Terminals Luncheon table sponsors: 
Crowley, Matson, The Pasha Group, Ports America, Port of 
Oakland, and SSA Marine Terminals.

The PTA awarded its 2015 California Maritime Academy 
Scholarship to Cadet Peter Tong. One of six children, he is a 
senior from Camarillo, California, majoring in International 
Business and Logistics. 

Peter currently serves as the Commander of the Corps 
of Cadets, an essential component to the leadership and 
professional development program at Cal Maritime. Peter says 
that his experience at Cal Maritime has challenged him in 
ways he did not expect and he appreciates the many ways in 
which his education has made him a stronger leader.  

CMA Cadet Peter Tong receives the 2015 PTA Scholarship check from 
PTA Board Member Gerry Roybal (Port of San Francisco). They are 
accompanied by Melissa Cohea from the CMA.

CMA Cadet Peter Tong Receives PTA Scholarship

http://www.ajot.com/blogs/full/blog-world-shipping-councils-koch-predicts-very-challenging-2016
http://www.ajot.com/blogs/full/blog-world-shipping-councils-koch-predicts-very-challenging-2016
http://www.americanshipper.com/Main/News/Liner_shipping_squeezed_by_low_freight_rates_highe_62191.aspx
http://www.americanshipper.com/Main/News/Liner_shipping_squeezed_by_low_freight_rates_highe_62191.aspx
mailto:pacifictransportationassoc@gmail.com
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2nd Annual Holiday Mixer 
and Food Drive 
December 10
For the second year, the PTA teamed up with Women in Logistics to host a holiday 
mixer and food drive at The Fat Lady. More than 65 members and their guests enjoyed 
a lively event, including heavy appetizers, networking, and a raffle with more than 30 
prizes. Attendees donated more than two giant barrels of canned and boxed food items, 
and raised more than $500 to benefit the Alameda County Community Food Bank and 
Alameda Meals on Wheels.

Thanks to those who attended and to our many generous corporate sponsors.

Revised PTA Bylaws up for Vote 
on January 12, 2016
Your Board has conducted an extensive revi-
sion of our bylaws, to ensure conformance with 
State of California codes governing nonprofit 
public benefit corporations. 

Rather than edit our current bylaws, we drafted 
a complete revision. Our methodology was to:

1. Review bylaws from other transportation 
clubs and propeller clubs to garner best 
practices.

2. Critically review our current bylaws for 
deficiencies and defects.

3. Review rules for California nonprofit cor-
porations and IRS rules governing 501(c)
(6) tax-exempt organizations (business 
leagues).

4. Review best practices from the National 
Council of Nonprofit Organizations and 
Public Counsel Law Center

5. Solicit feedback from current officers, 
 directors, and members

The draft revision includes several important 
changes:

• Creates a section on purpose of the PTA: 
Article 1, Section 1.2

• Adds language allowing for Student 
Memberships

• Adds language to have 1st VP automatically 
replace a vacancy in the President position

• Adds language to clarify the voting rights of 
the Chairman

• Adds a requirement for a surety bond for the 
Treasurer position

• Adds antitrust policy language

• Adds clarifying language for elections and 
adoption of bylaws amendments by the 
membership 

• Requires that votes for certain procedures 
have a 2/3rds majority, including approving 
new members, suspending or expelling 
current members, or filling a vacant board or 
director position

You can review our current Bylaws here:

http://www.pacifictrans.org/About/pta_
by_%20laws_2011.doc

At its November 10, 2015 meeting, your Board 
of Directors voted unanimously to approve the 
revisions to our bylaws and schedule a vote by 
the membership at our first meeting of 2016.

The vote to adopt these bylaws revisions will be 
held on January 12, 2016 at 5:00 pm at:

Patriot House 
2 Embarcadero Center 
San Francisco, California 94111

You are invited to attend this meeting to vote 
on the bylaws revisions. A 2/3rds vote of those 
members present will duly ratify the revised 
bylaws. Please RSVP if you plan to join.

The draft bylaws were emailed to every current 
member on December 12, 2015. If you would 
like another copy or have any comments, 
please email pacifictransportationassoc@
gmail.com or call Jahan  Byrne at 510 271 1404.

Eileen Gulian and Elic Suazo, both of Laufer Group International, 
welcome guests to the Holiday Mixer and Food Drive and tell of 
the good work of the Alameda County Community Foodbank, 
which helps provide more than 25 million meals per year.

Kyra Kindon, COSCO; Jean Banker, Port of 
Oakland; Ron Del Favero, China Shipping; Laura 
Williams, Pacific Merchant Shipping Association

Samantha Beck, California Trucking Association; 
Barbara Dubbs, US Lines; Dick Coyle, Devine 
Intermodal; Andrea Morreira, Orchard Supply 
Hardware; Patrick Leung, US Lines; Allyson 
Bronis, Roanoke Trade; Mike Heeneman, Port of 
Oakland

Diana DeMeo, Navis; Karen Vellutini, Devine 
Intermodal and Women in Logistics President; 
Jean-Marc Sorhondo, Ports America

Jahan Byrne, Pasha Hawaii and PTA 
President; Stas Margaronis, AJOT

Maia Jaffe, World Trade Center of Northern 
California; Stacy Roth, DSV Air & Sea; Diana 
DeMeo, Navis; Lauren Eisele, Port of Oakland; 
Jennifer Parker, Lynden

http://www.pacifictrans.org/About/pta_by_%20laws_2011.doc 
http://www.pacifictrans.org/About/pta_by_%20laws_2011.doc 
mailto:mailto:pacifictransportationassoc%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mailto:pacifictransportationassoc%40gmail.com?subject=
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Board Adopts Antitrust 
Policy 
In consideration of the laws governing the competitive and 
collaborative actions of our industry, the Board of Directors 
adopted the following Antitrust Policy for the PTA on December 
17, 2015. It will be reviewed every three years to ensure we 
provide clear guidance to our members on this important matter.

“As participants, members, directors, and officers in this 
Association, we need to be cognizant of the constraints of 
antitrust laws. There shall be no discussions of agreements, 
tactics, or concerted actions that may restrain competition or 
promote unfair business practices.

This prohibition includes the exchange of information 
concerning individual prices, rates, contracts, coverage, market 
practices, customer quotes, claims settlement practices, or any 
other competitive aspect of an individual company’s operation.

Each participant is obligated to be vigilant and speak up 
immediately for the purpose of preventing any discussion falling 
outside these boundaries.”

Safe Harbor Guidance 

What We Can Discuss

• Trade conditions, market outlook, and global, national, and 
local trade trends

• Service and infrastructure issues in the trade

• Problems, challenges, and opportunities facing carriers and 
shippers in the trade

What We Can’t Discuss

• Specific service contract rates or terms

• Individual service contracts of any carrier or shipper

• Negotiations of any type

• Agreements, settlements, or claims settlements of any kind

Farewell to Outgoing PTA Board Members
We bid thanks and farewell to three board members whose terms 
expire on December 31, 2015. Andrew Aguiar of Hapag-Lloyd, 
Meg Glynn of Equipé Container Services, and Jim Wilson of 
e+technology, have actively volunteered their time and expertise 
to move the PTA forward in the last few years. We are very 
appreciative of their service.

Two New Board Members Starting January 1, 2016
We are delighted to welcome two new board members, elected by 
the membership on December 15.

Mindy Rizzo is a returning board member, having previously 
served from 2003-2009. Her career has spanned Purcell and 
Associates, Hapag-Lloyd, Associated Conferences, APL, and 
The Pasha Group. She returned to APL in 2014 
where she now serves as Account Manager. 
Mindy also serves on the board of Women in 
Logistics and has served on the board of the San 
Francisco Chapter of the National Defense Transportation 
Association. 

Mark Tanelli is the sales and marketing manager of Polynesia 
Line (part of Swire) 
based in San Rafael. 
He has 30 years of experience in the Bay Area serving with 
American Export Lines, Farrell Lines, Blue Star Line, P&O 
Lines, and Carotrans.

Welcome Mindy and Mark!

Interested in Serving on the PTA Board of Directors?
We are anticipating a board vacancy in January 2016. If you are 
interested in serving on the board, or nominating a candidate, 
please contact us at pacifictransportationassoc@gmail.com.

Special Thanks to Jane and Monte
A very special thanks to longtime board members Jane 
Wisdom (Hyundai) and Monte Boscovich (BNSF Retired), 
who keep the Association 
running smoothly and 
efficiently. They have 
served in the Executive 
Secretary and Treasurer 
positions for several years 
and are responsible for the 
continued success of our 
annual Steamship Night. 
Thanks to their efforts, it 
is now the largest industry 
networking event on the 
West Coast! Executive Secretary Jane Wisdom and 

Treasurer Monte Boscovich

PTA Contributes to the SS El Faro Relief Fund
On October 1, our nation lost 28 U.S. mariners (and five 
Polish seafarers) when the SS El Faro sank in Hurricane 
Joaquin off the coast of the Bahamas. There were no survivors. 
It is the largest loss of U.S. mariners since 1983. The SS 
El Faro was based in TOTE’s Alaska trade and was on a 
temporary deployment between Jacksonville and San Juan, 
Puerto Rico.

Thanks to the generosity of PTA members, we donated more 
than $1,200 to the fund to help the mariners’ families. If you 
would like to donate to the fund, administered by the Seamen’s 
Church Institute, please visit www.elfaroincident.com or click 
here. https://donate.seamenschurch.org/el-faro 

mailto:mailto:pacifictransportationassoc%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.elfaroincident.com
https://donate.seamenschurch.org/el-faro
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Past Presidents Reunite 
at Annual Luncheon 
December 17
A tradition for almost 30 years, the PTA board hosted several of 
the previous PTA presidents at a holiday luncheon. It also served 
as the formal induction of the new board of directors, and transfer 
of the presidency from Jahan Byrne to Tim Cole, who will serve 
as your president in 2016.

Bob Donner (1994) and Michael 
Nerney (2010)

John Neudecker (1997), Jill Rodby Simpson (2000), Dennis Böhm (2008), 
Patrick Burnson (2004)

Jim Wiltshire (1984), Patrick Ryan (1996 
& 2007), Steve Muir (2001)

More than 15 former PTA presidents joined our current board members for 
our traditional Past Presidents Holiday Luncheon

PTA Presidents

Year President Affiliation

2016 Tim Cole CMA CGM

2015 Jahan Byrne Pasha Hawaii

2014 Jahan Byrne Horizon Lines

2013 Joseph Cutrera OmniTrax

2012 Brandon McDonnell PCC Logistics

2011 Robin McEntee Roanoke Trade

2010 Michael Nerney Port of San Francisco

2009 Barbara O’Neill Levin-Richmond Terminal

2008 Dennis Böhm Florens Container Leasing

2007 Patrick Ryan Mitsui OSK Lines

2006 Jim Fitzgerald EFI Logistics

2005 Jane L. Wisdom Hyundai Merchant Marine

2004 Patrick Burnson The Economist Group

2003 Paul Pessuti SAP

2002 Dave Enberg EFI Logistics

2001 Steve Muir GlobeRunners

2000 Jill Simpson Rodby Port of San Francisco

1999 Jim Fitzgerald EFI Logistics

1998 Bill Diggs Journal of Commerce

1997 John Neudecker Port of San Francisco

1996 Patrick Ryan Mitsui OSK Lines

1995 Ruth Lubow Baratta Shaklee Corporation

1994 Robert Donner Express Trak

1993 Pete Mazzetti NOR-CAL Moving Services

1992 Ellet Horsman Marine Terminals Corporation

1991 Roger Peters Port of San Francisco

1990 Raymond T. O’Leary Chevron Corporation

1989 Gary Hallin Port of Oakland

1988 Edward P. Bowman Matson Agencies

1987 John L. Amos Bechtel

1986 John L. Amos Bechtel

1985 Ronald G. Stevenson Emery Worldwide

1984 James F. Wiltshire Marine Terminals Corporation

1983 William E. Ginter Western Pacific 

1982 Robert A. Morrison Consolidated Freightways

1981 Peter M. Hughes Port of Richmond

1980 Clarence Baillie C&H Sugar Company

1979 Donal R. Van Iderstine Maersk Line Agency

1978 Patrick Pollack Fibreboard Corporation 

1977 Clifford O. Bottjen Pacific Motor Trucking Company

1976 William D. Wagstaff Del Monte Corporation

1975 Frank J. Rossi Santa Fe Railway Company

1974 Rudy Enberg J.E. Lowden

1973 Al Hipshman Maersk Line Agency

1972 William Davie Haslett Company

1971 Taylor Merriman Tri-Valley Growers

1970 Thomas Hewitt Southern Pacific Railroad
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PTA 2016 Board of Directors
Chairman of the Board 
Jahan Byrne 
Pasha Hawaii

President 
Tim Cole 
CMA CGM

First Vice President 
Jon Gianini 
W. J. Byrnes & Co

Second Vice President 
Vinod John 
Hanjin Shipping

Third Vice President 
Josh Gruen 
JCG Shipping

Executive Secretary 
Jane Wisdom 
Hyundai Merchant Marine

Treasurer
Monte Boscovich 
BNSF Railway (Retired)

Directors 
Dennis Böhm 
Transportation Consultant

Joe Cutrera 
ZIM America

Mike Heeneman 
Port of Oakland

Kyra Kindon 
COSCO Container Lines

Mindy Rizzo 
APL

Gerry Roybal 
Port of San Francisco

Jean-Marc Sorhondo 
Ports America

Elic Suazo 
Laufer Group International

Mark Tanelli 
Polynesia Line

Home is the sailor, home from sea…
This year, we bid goodbye to several of our maritime  
industry colleagues.

Bruce Seaton, who served as president of 
American President Lines (APL) from 1977 
to 1990. He was a visionary leader who 
pushed for the faster adoption of container-
ization, investment in intermodal infrastruc-
ture, and pioneered concepts such as the 
stacktrain and post-Panamax container-
ships. Seaton died in Marin on December 26 
at age 90.

Mark Connolly  
of Hapag-Lloyd 
on July 1, at age 60 
(former PTA Board  
Member)

Daniel Dillon, Sr.  
of APL 
on October 1 at age 65

David Loo  
of OOCL 
on August 24 at age 68

PTA Welcomes Newest 
Corporate Member
The Northern California World Trade Center, based in 
Sacramento, is our newest corporate member.

The NorCalWTC serves companies throughout the Northern 
California mega-region that stretches from the Central Valley to 
Sonoma and Napa Valley, the greater Sacramento metropolitan 
region and the San Francisco Bay Area. It is the largest 
international business organization in this territory.

NorCalWTC is part of the international World Trade Centers 
Association (WTCA), and facilitates the integration of Northern 
California businesses into the global marketplace.

Visit its web site to learn more about how it can help your 
business with training, networking, and connections to state, 
national, and international resources.

https://www.norcalwtc.org/

Maia Jaffe, Manager of NorCALWTC Trade Programs

P.O. Box 193234 
San Francisco, CA 94119 
www.pacifictrans.org

Daily Shipping Blog Covers Industry’s Most 

Important News
PTA member and former APL executive Jack Opet is a 
maritime consultant based in Berkeley. He edits a daily blog 
spanning the world’s shipping news. It is a great site to visit to 
get your daily fix of breaking industry news and analysis:

http://601reporter.blogspot.com/

Renew Your Membership for 2016
We appreciate your support and look forward to your 2016 
membership renewal. Click here for the renewal form. 
Membership dues have held steady and you can pay via check 
or credit card. Thank you!

http://www.pacifictrans.org/Join/PTA_Membership_
Application_2015.pdf

https://www.norcalwtc.org/
www.pacifictrans.org
http://601reporter.blogspot.com/
http://www.pacifictrans.org/Join/PTA_Membership_Application_2015.pdf 
http://www.pacifictrans.org/Join/PTA_Membership_Application_2015.pdf 

